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A Study of Parent-child Relationship Types of Runaway Adolescents

in the Process of Experiencing Runaway from Home

Seonjin Seo Wonyoung Song

Konyang University

The purpose of this study was to examining the parent—child relationship types of adolescents who es—
caped from home in the process of experiencing runaway. Twenty six teenagers were participated in
in—depth interviews to share their personal experiences of getting away from home without their family's
permission. Using constant comparison method, two factors of affecting their decision to run away from
home were found: (1)bonding between parents and child and (2) their behavior patterns. There were 7
types of runaway adolescents' family relationship based on the mix of these two factors: (1) lock—in, lock
out, (2) refusal to discipline, (3) maladjustment to change, (4) passive parental involvement (5) neglect—
edness, (6) scapegoatism, and (7) discordance between expectations and realities. The meanings of how
these parent—child relationships influence runaway adolescents' determination to escape and implications

were discussed.

Keywords: runaway adolescents, qualitative research, family relationship, parent-child relationship types, determination

factors
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